Posted in Oklahoma January 28, 2017 by Catherine Armstrong

Everyone Should Explore These 10 Stunning Places In
Oklahoma At Least Once

Oklahoma is full of beautiful places to visit, but some merit more exploration than
others. Take a look at these 10 stunning places around the Sooner State that are
perfect for an afternoon or a whole weekend of hiking, photography and discovery.

We’re aware that these uncertain times are limiting many aspects of life as we all
practice social and physical distancing. While we’re continuing to feature destinations
that make our state wonderful, we don’t expect or encourage you to go check them out
immediately. We believe that supporting local attractions is important now more than
ever and we hope our articles inspire your future adventures! And on that note, please
nominate your favorite local business that could use some love right

now: https://www.onlyinyourstate.com/nominate/

1. Talimena Scenic Drive
P — T —

This 54-mile long scenic drive along Oklahoma State Highway 1 takes you through the gorgeous
Ouachita National Forest. Panoramic Vista (shown here) is truly spectacular. If you've never
taken this scenic drive, now is the time!


https://www.onlyinyourstate.com/states/oklahoma/
https://www.onlyinyourstate.com/author/crees/
https://www.onlyinyourstate.com/nominate/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/apbutterfield/22493946129/in/photolist-AgHmvp-zVtzMX-9vJMZU-53CGYJ-5YWQpB-5Z24VL-5YWSva-5YWTtX-5Z263f-5Z27nQ-scg9M-7MMhEo-diJWik-4Lavuo-82r69q-53ytwV-3QHWLj-diBpFo-53yt8c-scg8M-82r7qh-xDv1-wzDm4R-diJVDF-pf76y4-wi1hU9-hcWJyF-5ZdZZw-scg9t-scg1W-BHGNgx-hcWUJb-vCCmz1-82nYCM-scg1G-hcWM2M-scg8o-diJSSW-63f6uF-56nw7k-diJXJ6-wxitCS-wxjCNU-ruGgu6-5Z29UC-diJWnh-hcY2F2-9Jh94d-diJWfU-AeoWYF

2. The Oklahoma City Memorial

Terry Robinson/flickr

The Oklahoma City Memorial sits on the former site of the Alfred P. Murrah Building. The
grounds, with its Reflecting Pool, Field of Empty Chairs, Memorial Wall and Survivor Tree is a
calm, quiet place for reflection and remembrance.


https://www.flickr.com/photos/suburbanadventure/16003074869/in/photolist-qo8WBX-qXCnQR-6HCSXN-dVnvvs-feMh1c-9en3ei-2xCwen-7MFnqH-qVu6SS-7P45yi-ff2uzw-atpHUq-8HFDu3-5bQxwM-nT52TF-7o9bZf-5EqeK-dkp1i-6dpnBJ-6Jm9x7-gN9pUX-eYP2ib-521UE6-7vrepi-a6bLVY-8FCigL-7vuVBN-7vuXXs-6rBYyC-asDuv-5Lh1jZ-7vr8Ta-ev8e5s-64QqaE-7vuZbG-7NvEnd-5LkVqA-8bjpqw-4rkdDB-ajeKMT-3cKHTo-5EEzPX-7vuUsW-s4spTn-7wE9MX-bEGRYz-6eJWN9-8bm5pi-NFScg-94dSHL

3. Wichita Mountains Wildlife Refuge

Larry Smith/flickr

No matter what time of year, the Wichita Mountains Wildlife Refuge is just stunning. The
59,020-acre refuge provides plenty of recreation and exploration, from hiking to photography to
nature viewing.


https://www.flickr.com/photos/lsmith2010/23426984274/in/photolist-BGaqeY-dDCs4o-e8d8TF-bpQ5fH-eB7VEz-4h9TGv-4idTs3-6n6kc4-7M1prE-czJMuf-auprkG-bBdaco-fAXkwT-dGs6pp-qxn2Nr-bWN3qS-f9MBxj-oDhw3q-bAhGQ9-FuCBpX-BFGNgC-8p2Jjr-rkk2U9-8qaP5j-njRcsD-HcgJHm-pRoxyp-bpd5Cb-kQq6sF-HFWuyW-7LWr34-4j59Xr-7KAaVS-cuJY5w-7KvBeH-Cwbpgn-GE5t4z-CvVtsD-n3pkfb-kcDSwz-DndgRM-8q7EXH-E1dcdx-9rQRAP-FSnPZj-cuJXBd-jr27mK-JtKhG7-cY1RjL-7M1pwY

4. Chicasaw National Recreation Area

Jonathan C. Wheeler/flickr

Of the nearly 10,000 acres at Chicasaw National Recreation Area, almost 2,500 are covered in
water. Travertine Creek, shown here, is a pretty spot for a picnic or some exploration.



https://www.flickr.com/photos/jonathanw100/3872312192/in/photolist-6UbBvj-7tvZ2b-oTEsHJ-c73P6s-oBcewa-ihjpc9-4Krzxo-oREqb5-c73J8d-oREoZY-kjjWhf-9mtFkV-oTGfX8-8U1e72-7udDgn-8YLkXy-oBcd5n-oREo5b-8YKPmy-oTEqVL-8U4rpd-oTGh5t-6UbBi1-6n66F6-9xXU78-c73Nfm-c73NSN-4Dunws-oTqxxv-f8y8Ea-oREpto-oTEsDq-6Y4kP-k1KrNj-ahvgM7-8YGZk2-ahsw9B-WCjgQ-oBce3K-kjinhD-8YH1pg-8U1iQT-oREoTA-oBcPUC-oBdghk-oBceR8-kjngDN-4GSDut-6uqLBT-6UkczS

5. Robbers Cave State Park

Granger Meador/flickr
Robbers Cave State Park is the perfect place to take a hike next weekend. Explore Robbers Cave,
where Jesse James once hid from law enforcement, watch rock climbers and rappeller, or catch a
fish.


https://www.flickr.com/photos/gmeador/5235168355/in/photolist-8YBBan-7rbxgi-8YCPr4-2uEXML-6WdTDE-reCKaP-6W9TUn-cB5rE7-6W9JgX-6W9QNt-7rbvoT-6WdVnw-2TEL3u-6W9PHK-7rfrNL-GaEF4-qi4FqB-7rfrdm-f2op9N-78w1DL-cB3FNG-8YEjdw-7885B4-782ZA8-cCSRYE-7rbt1M-93ZYNS-7rbw6v-aZDSZk-hf42ES-4H5kzE-aTMX4X-aTN4Rx-8YAJLF-8YAP18-aTNb58-qXhtRC-7rfpJ5-786TN3-7rfob5-hf3W6K-93WNEF-78s8wc-aTMEuF-aGjRmK-hf4Xta-qXgL4N-aTMqeP-aTMv3a-hf4hFm

6. Beavers Bend State Park

Joe Vig/flickr

Watch for eagles during winter months, fly fish on the river or take a guided horseback ride to
explore this gorgeous slice of nature.


https://www.flickr.com/photos/jebourk/29831501803/in/photolist-dm7LXQ-dm7FdR-dm7KHS-mKzNbs-dm7LfN-dm7Fp8-dm7H5g-dm7LpE-sath1H-dm7JQk-dm7P4J-dm7QsM-dm7Jfv-dm7PkN-dm7WGj-dm7Nnj-dm7KYs-dm7RuW-dm7LZe-dm7SAR-dm7GHT-dm7MYJ-dm7K3E-dm7LiB-dm7SZU-dm7UFN-dm7LKf-dm7Mv7-dm7H2n-dm7G8B-Agok8d-6oSU6s-6oSRRU-6oSQWW-6oSRCu-6oNHJp-49VG7u-6oST4J-trCTe5-ynsKC9-Ms7faZ-BPxd7r-zD6jCi-zD5D2p-AeXPSd-Aug6VU-AeVWYb-dm7KKT-dm7NJ9-dm7Mg3

7. Grand Lake O' The Cherokees
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You'll find Grand Lake O' The Cherokees, or simply "Grand Lake™ in the foothills of the Ozarks.
You could spend a whole week exploring the 46,500 surface acres of this gorgeous lake - water
ski, fish, or simply stroll along the coast.


https://www.flickr.com/photos/simmons_tx/14315716149/in/photolist-nP2MEe-eB7G2r-2Ayrr-7PqASF-24S9dP-24S9bk-36Y6S-24S9j6-9mMTxN-9mJQ4k-aoffPw-6sm4E-6skMq-aofccQ-9mMfkk-HTM2d-boqCZ9-8vbFwH-6skJr-aofh97-6skSo-aocont-aofby9-aocsMH-aof9Zs-aof5cj-aofbX7-aofgxw-aocpTT-aofe7Y-aockjk-aof8GY-aocp7K-aocs4v-64KD9-8vb8zK-hwTEP-8vaGwF-6skEG-6sm7h-8vbanX-aocnxe-aof7mW-aof8U1-aocozD-aof9FA-8veGbf-64KD8-aock6n-52Di2Y

8. Little Sahara State Park

Becky McKray/flickr

Explore the 1,600 acres of dunes at Little Sahara State Park. Take your ATV, or simply take a
walk.


https://www.flickr.com/photos/bjmccray/14584564960/in/photolist-ox3qaR-otfHed-ovfVFb-otfHhQ-otfECw-odMH3y-ov1oii-otfFx7-3KH2wS-odNVTP-ov5uCC-ovfUnQ-otfGuY-odN2Fd-odMJM5-odN2xt-otfG73-ox3qXc-ov5ygu-ov1pBv-ov5wa5-caGeww-5a6mAr-ov1pAt-odNTMK-odMZYg-9DJxPF-ov1nSi-odNUYc-ov5xZh-v3jyp-uXYXa-v3jyF-v3kzS-odMJSq-v3kzQ-v3kzD-ovfVDN-9ZoHhz-v3kzK-9DMpJG-akBpU3-9DJy3v-9DJxZz-ov5xNL-odN1Y2-odMH9L-ov5w3S-ov5uQb-3KCFLR

9. Natural Falls State Park

Doug Wertman/Wikimedia

The 77-foot waterfall at Natural Falls State Park is truly spectacular and truly photogenic from
the viewing platform. You can stay overnight at the campground here, and you'll definitely want
to hike through the beautiful forest.


https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=23653414

10. Glover River

Robert Nunnally/flickr

The best way to explore Glover River is by canoe. Go for a relaxing paddle and enjoy a picnic
lunch.


https://www.flickr.com/photos/46183897@N00/3012595244/in/photolist-edPAJ-6VzNbM-9e84Jn-qLcMaP-qLb4Yz-6YXEbp-6YXF68-r3CPKa-edPvd-r3tLxT-b6fF14-r3CGLv-4iKRsh-qLcSd4-9uR1em-6ixJhB-6Z2DCL-q6QApB-q6QGb6-qL47fm-q6QPjp-bFewQk-fUhy6F-6YXECk-7xZZfR-9e84Pr-7AKBsP-2ZxAWU-7APqpS-jgWwq-r3CWNZ-r1kNiE-631TEX-6vkA7q-9eb9vW-jgWuk-cBvZC-631Tjz-6368Mw-56rov3-frETv-jgWto-4tJ9Gr-y7PPoa-yopLmo-y6wLrE-yoS4VD-9e84A6-5AdkBj-4ujrfm

